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Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.  
    Worship the Lord with gladness;  
    come before him with joyful songs.  
Know that the Lord is God.  
    It is he who made us, and we are his;  
    we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving  
    and his courts with praise;  
    give thanks to him and praise his name.  
For the Lord is good and his love endures forever;  
    his faithfulness continues through all generations.  
(Psalm 100)
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Make your thanksgiving the best 
Be Missional 
We all want the best meal of the year. It doesn’t matter 
if you are a tryptophan carnivore or a gluten-free 
vegan. We all are looking forward to Thanksgiving, the 
most uniquely American holiday of them all. There are 
plenty of mouth watering recipes available for making a 
good Thanksgiving meal. 


I know that emotionally you’re not sure if you can 
handle your mother-in-law’s disapproving looks and 
not so subtle under-her-breath swipes. Thankfully there 
is even good advice on getting along with your relatives 
during this beloved and sometimes dreaded season. 


You are probably already so busy with demands on 
your time and budget. But with a little investment, 
these few ideas can make it a holiday to be 
remembered. Here are a few ways to pause, be 
thankful this holiday, and embrace a missional life.
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Move outside your comfort zone 
Often we make Thanksgiving all about our 
own family. It is right to celebrate with 
family, but perhaps you can add the 
simple element of serving other people 
too! Instead of just donating some food or 
dropping off a few dollars in a red 
collection bucket, as an individual or even 
better as a family, volunteer this 
Thanksgiving season. The goal is: how do 
we make this season a memorable and 
extraordinary event? In order to do that, 
you can’t just celebrate the holiday exactly 
as you always have done!


So many places are in need of your help 
this Thanksgiving. You can volunteer at: 

• nursing homes, 

• prisons

• community centers, 

• homeless shelters, 

• youth homes

• churches, 

• international ministries, 

• or simply visit the hospital to bring 

some happiness to people who find 
their life interrupted on Thanksgiving. 


Somebody somewhere near you needs 
help this Thanksgiving. Instead of a 
“business as usual” Thanksgiving, you will 
find your heart filled with a deep gratitude 
for all you have. What we really want is 
more than a meal. We want thankfulness 
to pervade our inner life. Serving others is 
the path to this reality. Our view of the 
world changes. Our heart is recalibrated to 
be less about “me and mine” and more 
about others. 3
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Include a cross-cultural 
relationship. This is the 
perfect event to invite 
someone from another 
country into your home. The 
terrible reality is that so many 
immigrants and refugees in 
America have never been 
invited to experienced a 
Thanksgiving in an American 
home. You can change that.


If you don’t know anyone, 
head down to the gas station 
or grocery store, your local 

nail salon or car wash and just be 
brave (okay, it is a little weird, like a 
human scavenger hunt). Strike up a 
conversation and ask them if they 
want to come over for Thanksgiving!


Foreign students suffer from extreme 
loneliness and most float through 
their time in America having never 
darkened the doors of an American 
home. They are lost and lonely in a 
strange land and so eager for a 
family environment. This 
Thanksgiving you can make a big 
difference.
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The origin of Thanksgiving was about immigrants and refugees in a 
new land sharing a meal with the locals. This open table is the 
foundation of our American Thanksgiving. So let’s return to that 
original script and invite some “outsiders” to dinner. This will 
require you to expand the idea of family to include more and 
different kinds of people. Here are a few suggestion:
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They won’t want to come without bringing 
something. This is just the way they are, so 
help them and welcome them by asking them 
to prepare one of their favorite dishes and to 
bring it to add to the mix! It will be fun and a 
lot more like the first Thanksgiving meal, 
which had as its main course, eels, not 
turkey. Your whole family will find it exciting 
and a great learning opportunity. 


Most would love to come for the whole 
preparation time, and watch how all this 
American food is made and cooked. 
Remember, many grew up with no oven and 
most of the “new world” ingredients used for 
our meal. So include them and explain all that 
you are doing and you will have a friend for 
life.


At meal time, do everything you normally do 
when It is just your family. If you go around 
the table and say something you are thankful 
for this year, include them. If you hold hands 
while praying, hold their hand. If you see in 
their eyes that they are terrified, feel free to 
tell them they don’t have to do anything that 
makes them feel uncomfortable.


This meal is the possible beginning of a life 
long friendship that will span the globe and 
influence far off distant places. Better than 
political international policy, this is the simple 
act of person to person connection, which is 
the application of the Kingdom of Heaven on 
earth.
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Write a missionary a letter of 
thanksgiving. They are far from 
family and culture. They get lonely 
and homesick. There are no twenty 
pound turkeys in their grocery store 
or Mom’s famous pumpkin pie, or 
their uncle’s delicious stuffing. They 
might even be missing Grandma’s 
weird, green jello “salad”


Many missionaries live in harsh 
conditions, caring for the very poor, 
while sharing the love of God. It is 
natural for some to get discouraged 
and consider leaving the field. You 
can stand in the gap for them by a 
simple letter of encouragement, 
telling them you are thinking of 
them and are thankful for what they 
are doing. 


You can make it an old fashioned 
hand written epistle or a quick email 

note. What is important is that you 
write it! Sometimes this is the only 
thing keeping your missionary from 
throwing in the towel.


I would recommend you send some 
All-American goodies. If it won’t get 
there in time, start getting ready for 
Christmas!

	 

Have dinner with them via Skype 
or schedule a time to chat with them 
online to include them in your 
holiday. Talking face to face is 
refreshing to both you and your 
missionary. 


When you see them, make sure to 
communicate how grateful you are 
for their friendship and ministry. Ask 
them about their life and what they 
are doing for the holiday in that far 
away place.

Take Thanksgiving to the Mission Field
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A Unique Call to Prayer  
The Missionary Review of  the World  
September 1907 page 708 

The Church Missionary Society, always 
fraternal in spirit, has recently issued a leaflet 
giving a special theme for Thanksgiving and 
supplication for each day of  the month that 
suggested for the 31st is Other Societies 
Missions with these themes given. 
  
Thanksgiving that the London Missionary 
Society was led to send out Morrison in 1807 
and for his perseverence(sic) in the teeth of  
manifold discouragements.  

Thanksgiving for the fifty years of  service in 
China of  the Rev. Dr. Griffith John  

Thanksgiving for the fruitful lives of  the Revs. 
Dr. JG Paton, J Wilkinson, and Bishop C 
Buchner of  the Scottish Free Church, Mildmay 
and Moravian Missions respectively. Prayer 
that the proposal to establish an institute to 
train medical students in Germany may be 
attended with success.  

Thanksgiving for voluntary services of  Indian 
nurses of  the Cambridge Delhi Mission among 
plague patients. Prayer for the lately opened 
Union Medical College at Peking and for the 
staff, one of  whom Dr. H Wenham is a son of  a 
member of  the CMS Committee.  

Thanksgiving for the good work of  Moravian 
missionaries at Leh near the borders of  
Chinese Tibet.  

Thanksgiving for the translational labors of  the 
late Bishop Schereschewsky of  the Protestant 
Episcopal Church of  America and for the 
grace that triumphed over suffering … 

A Methodist Thanksgiving Fund  
A recent cablegram from London gave this 
inspiring news to the daily press. A remarkable 
scene at the centenary of  the Primitive 
Methodists was witnessed at the session of  the 
Conference at Leicester. It was proposed to 
inaugurate a Thanksgiving fund, and after a 
solemn dedicatory service WP Hartley a 
prominent Methodist offered $45,000. This 
was applauded with enthusiasm after which 
delegate after delegate promised generous 
contributions. At the close of  the meeting it 
was announced that the pledges totaled 
$1,350,000.
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www.outrageous.love 
 

PO Box 94811 
Oklahoma City, OK 73143 

Celebrated on the Tuesday following Thanksgiving and after the widely 
recognized shopping events Black Friday and Cyber Monday, 

#GivingTuesday kicks off the charitable season, when many focus on their 
holiday and end-of-year giving. Outrageous Love, a tax deductible charity, 
fosters Communities of Hope among the impoverished and marginalized 

peoples of the worlds and is fully funded by individuals like you.
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