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Wise  
end of 
the year 
giving



Toward the end of the year, everyone’s mailbox starts to 
fill with appeals from needy causes, begging you to 
celebrate the season by sending a check helping to fund 
their charity. It is difficult to say, “No,” to the requests.  
Saying, “Yes,” to them all is rarely possible, nor is it a 
wise fiscal move. It can be overwhelming, especially if 
you are a generous person by nature or momentarily 
overwhelmed with holiday spirit. 
  
Here are some steps to help you give wisely and with 
maximum impact: 

 1. Budget Your Giving. Rather than impulsively give a 
lump sum of money, budget how much you want to give 
each year. When new requests come flooding in, it is 
easier to say, “No,” if you know you have already given 
what your budget allows. This is especially true if you 
are on a limited income, yet still want to be generous. 
Keeping a little bit back for disaster relief or a new crisis, 
will give you the ability to answer special needs that no 
one can anticipate. 

 2. Depth not Breadth. Focus your giving on fewer 
charities, instead of giving to as many as you can. Every 
donation you make requires a processing fee, so limiting 
the number of transactions actually means more of your 
money is going to help. For instance: If you decide to 
give away $100, two $50 donations will only incur two 
processing fees, whereas five gifts of $10, will cause 
more money to be lost to processing. 

3. Find a Trustworthy Charity. Sites like GuideStar 
have a certification process to see an organization’s 
transparency and financial propriety. There you can see 
how it spends donations. One key item to look at or ask 
is what percentage of your donation is going to the 
project or individual (e.g. if you are supporting a 
missionary). There are some non profits that take as 
much as 50% for overhead, and many religious 
agencies routinely take between 17-34% of every dollar 
donated to individual ministers through the agency]. 
Outrageous Love takes 0% from donations to 
individuals through the agency, and only 10% of other 
funds donated for overhead expenses. If you plan on 

giving to a charity nearby, spend some time visiting 
them in person getting to know the people 

involved and seeing how they do their work.
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The word "charity" entered 
the English 
language through the Old 
French word "charité", from 
the Latin “caritas." 
Originally, it meant 
preciousness, dearness, 
high price.  

From this, in Christian 
theology, caritas became 
the standard Latin 
translation for the Greek 
word agape (ἀγάπη), 
meaning an unconditional 
love for others. 

This much wider concept is 
the meaning of the word 
charity in the Christian 
triplet "faith, hope and 
charity,” from Paul's letter 
to the Corinthians. 

Paul's agapē (ἀγάπη) 
was not primarily about 
good works and giving to 
the poor (“Even if I give all 
my goods to feed the poor, 
or sacrifice my body and 
am burned up, yet have no 
love (agapē), it profit me 
nothing.”—1 Cor 13:3), but 
charity born out of love is 
the energy of change in the 
world and in our own life.

charity
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4. Does the organization reflect your passion? 
There are close to two million charities for you to consider supporting. How do you 
know which one is for you? You don’t just have to settle for “any charity.” Which 
ones match your goals and beliefs about where the planet should be going? Is 
there a person or type of work which inspires you? Is it working with refugees from 
Syria, or the homeless and the hungry? Maybe funding a cure for a disease, or 
humanitarian aid to a disaster is what gets your heart excited. Rest assured there is 
a nonprofit charity as passionate as you are. Take time, and find out who they are 
and how you can join with them.  
  
 5.  Receive tax benefits.  
In most situations, if you are itemizing on your taxes, you are able to write off all 
charitable gifts made, up to 50% of your adjusted gross income. BUT to qualify, it 
must be given to an IRS approved nonprofit! Many nonprofits only have state level 
status. Make sure your nonprofit is a 501c3 charity before you write that check. You 
will, of course, need a receipt from them for your records. An option, and maybe the 
smartest, to get a better tax deduction is to donate appreciated stock instead of 
cash. You are allowed to write off the market value of the securities (even if you 
bought them at a lower value). *See our special section on giving and your taxes. 

6. Is there strong leadership? 
Good nonprofits should have capable and seasoned leaders. Search for one with a 

powerful and experienced leader. Groups with high turnover often flounder. The 
lack of ability to keep good leadership is a red flag.
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What is charity? 
Most forms of charity are concerned with 
providing basic necessities such as food, 
water, clothing, healthcare and shelter, but 
other actions may be performed as charity: 
visiting the imprisoned or the homebound, 
ransoming captives, educating orphans, 
even social movements. Donations to 
causes that benefit the unfortunate 
indirectly, such as donations to fund 
cancer research, are also charity.
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Holidays are a time of testing, 
due to the many “charity” 
scams. Is there a way to keep 
our hearts open, yet avoid 
those that want to take 
advantage of your generosity? 
Yes! Now is the time to be “as 
innocent as a dove and as wise 
as a serpent.” There are some 
telltale signs for an organization 
that may be a little shady. 
  

If they won’t supply detailed 
particulars about its 
operating costs, mission, or 
how gifts are used… they 
might be a scam. 

  
The nonprofit won’t supply 
evidence that your donations 
are indeed tax-deductible… 
they might be a scam. 

If the organization is 
unwilling to produce a 
receipt… they might be a 
scam. 

  
If they subject you to 
pressure tactics, pushing 
you to give immediately. It is 
especially concerning if they 
are asking you to make your 
donation by wiring funds, or 
to give it to a courier or by 
overnight delivery… they 
might be a scam. 

  
When they illegally assure 
you, due to your donation, of 

sweepstake winnings… they 
might be a scam. 

  
Watch out if you get a thank-
you for a contribution you 
never made. This is 
particularly important if the 
name of the group is very 
close to a well known 
charity… they might be a 
scam. 

If a website or an individual 
asks for detailed information 
like your date of birth, social 
security or bank account and 
pin information… they might 
be a scam. 

One of the best ways to confirm 
their legitimacy is through a 
watchdog organization 
like GuideStar. If this is the first 
you have heard of a nonprofit, 
wait on giving money until you 
have done your homework. If 
you are being pressured or just 
feel uneasy, step back and end 
the conversation. Giving is a 
joy. It should not be a guilt 
inducing, pressure event. We 
want to open our heart to help 
those in genuine need. These 
simple precautions will help 
ensure your gift is helping and 
actually reaching those you 
want to benefit with your 
generosity. 

Avoiding a Charity Scam 

http://www.guidestar.org/
http://www.guidestar.org/


Explaining the Tax Benefits 
Though altruism may be your primary motivation in giving, there are also some 
great tax benefits. Here are some of the benefits and rules you need to know. 

 Not all charities qualify you for a tax deduction. There is a qualifying process. 
Make sure that the charity you are giving to is a 501c3 recognized organization.  
Contributions to foreign governments, individuals (unless through a nonprofit), 
foreign charities, and some private foundations will not be deductible. 

Your gift will only qualify, if you itemize your deductions to the IRS. If you 
choose to itemize, make sure your deductions’ total are larger than the IRS 
standard deduction. 

 You can reduce the amount you pay to Uncle Sam by a lot! Though there are 
some limits to the amount you are able to deduct, they are very high. For most, 
you can give to charity up to 20% of your adjusted gross income. Depending on 
your income level you may qualify to give up to 50% of your adjusted gross 
income. For example, if your adjusted gross income is $200,000, the potential 
deduction limit for the year is $100,000. 
 
The rules are too complicated to fully explain and apply to everyone’s unique 
needs. Tax rules are changing all the time. In general the rules are made so that 
you can be very generous. Be sure to check in with a tax advisor to figure out what 
limits you have on giving for your tax bracket. The great news is if you give more 
than you are fully able to deduct this year, it will carry over for the next five years! 

The greatest element of our country’s tax laws is that they allow you, the 
individual, to decide where money should be spent, and on what type of 

social programs you believe in, rather than to wait for congress and special 
interest groups to parcel it out as they see fit.  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The average annual 
American household 

charitable giving is $2,520.
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Your gift is deductible in the same year it’s paid. As soon as you 
put your check in the mail, or give by credit card to the nonprofit, 
it counts as payment. With a credit card it counts even if you 
don’t pay off the credit card company until the following calendar 
year. 
  
Keeping proper records of your giving is important. If you claim a 
charitable deduction, then you must be ready to validate your 
claim. You can’t deduct spare change given in a bucket. You can 
only claim what you have a record of giving.  If audited, the IRS 
only accepts: credit card statements, canceled checks, bank 
statements or a receipt from a charity. If you give $250 or more, 
then you need to prove, should the IRS come knocking, that: (1) 
you did make the donation, (2) you receive nothing in return for 
the donation. For your records, you need an acknowledgment 
from the nonprofit which includes their name, the date and the 
value of your donation. 
  
If you qualify, the IRA charitable rollover gives tax benefits. If you 
are 70.5 years old, you may give up to $100,000 to a 501c3 
directly from your IRA, without the gift counting as taxable 
income. Donations must go directly to the charity from the 
traditional IRA or Roth IRA. Of course, as a donor, you cannot 
receive anything in return for your gift, other than the knowledge 
you are doing good in the world.  

Remember, it is better to give than to receive. But when you give 
to charity you also receive tax benefits! This summary of some 
federal income tax laws is imparted for informational purposes 
only. You should consult your own tax advisor for local, state, 
and federal tax implications for your giving.

Tax Benefits : part two

Giving is Great.  
Giving Smart is Best!



Many who “hang out” at Joe’s are committed 
to doing life together, walking together and 
serving the surrounding community, that is in 
the grip of poverty and gang violence.


At Joe's we believe that it's much easier to be 
good when you're hanging out with other 
people who are trying to be good. All of us 
are broken in various ways. We carry with us 
the pains of our past, addictions and 
struggles, as well as our joys, our hopes and 
our dreams. Many who frequent Joe's are 
experiencing homelessness, mental illness, 
substance abuse problems and the basic 
struggle to pay their utility bills. We have 
found that life is better when we do it 
together.


Though it started as a coffee shop, Joe’s is 
also now a community nonprofit under 
Outrageous Love, a 501c3 IRS approved 
charity. We call it a Community of Hope—
people from various backgrounds who “hang 
out” and do life together. You’ll find folks 
unwinding with a good book, working on their 
laptop, visiting with one another, or playing a 
friendly game of Skipbo.


Community events happen all through the 
week, from Food Pantry to a Weekend Free 

Store, to Narcotics Anonymous meetings, 
and even community “church” on 

Sundays. Friday nights are crazy fun 
with sober karaoke, free bingo, and 
live music. To paraphrase Dorothy 

Day, we have found it’s easier to be good 
when you’re hanging out with a bunch of 
other people who are trying to be good.


In 2007, we started a Community in a 
poverty-stricken part of Oklahoma City. In this 
location, we provide a community center, 
where homeless people and poor neighbors 
receive shelter from the weather and receive 
hot meals. We provide addiction recovery 
support through regular recovery meetings. 
We take donations and distribute food, 
clothing and household items. We provide 
annual events: Thanksgiving Dinner (for 400+ 
people), Christmas toy drive. Community 
members share resources of food, car rides, 
life skills and emotional support with each 
another. We provide help for homeless and 
felons who are seeking to find employment 
and long-term housing. Together we plant a 
Community Garden, which grows food for the 
whole Community to share. We also provide 
transitional housing for women in crisis of 
addiction, abusive relationships, 
homelessness and prostitution.7
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Recommended Charity



We desire to see these kind of self-sustaining 
Communities started in other poverty stricken 
areas around the world and have begun training 
more Community Developers to multiply the kind of 
community development that we are doing in 
Oklahoma City. The training consists of 
observation of the first Community, formal 
classroom teaching, hands-on experience in the 
first Community and reading of published 
materials.


o Community Development- We are 
dependent upon donors/charity to help the 
poorest of the poor


o Feeding of homeless- Through donation of 
food and/or money for food, we are able to 
feed hungry homeless people Community 
Meals


o Addiction Recovery Support- Through 
donations, staff members are able to mentor 
and support recovering addicts.


o Training- Multiplying other community 
developers who want to help poor 
communities


o Community Garden-Growing of food for 
poor communities


o Free Store- Providing of household items 
and clothing for poor communities.-


o Publishing- Educating more 
community developers who 
desire to help poor communities 
 8
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Joe’s Addiction activities 
are funded by: 

Donors giving to support the 
work of teaching/educating the 
poor about life skills and 
community practices to improve 
the quality of life of individuals 
and the community as a whole. 
Donations of food and/or money 
to buy food. 
Donations of financial support for 
mentors. 
Students paying tuition for the 
training and subsidies from 
donors 
Donors giving toward seed and 
plants for the garden. 
Donors giving household items, 
furniture and clothing or money 
given to cover rent and utilities 
on the physical space for the 
location. 
Donation of money for printing 
and digital publishing of books 
and other resources.



Homeless men and women receive one-on-one 
coaching and encouragement in obtaining 
employment, lessening the burden on city 
government and local programs for the 
homeless. We also provide networking of 
housing opportunities, to help homeless men 
and women to get off the streets and into 
permanent housing. This also lessens the burden 
on government and local programs for the 
homeless. Community volunteers provide 
transportation to and from a clinic which 
provides basic healthcare for the homeless. This 
lessons the burden on local emergency rooms, 
where these homeless people would go instead. 
Through the sharing of food, clothing and 
household items, the poor are able to acquire 
the physical items that they need. This helps 
them to have enough money for the paying of 
rent and utilities, thus keeping them housed 
instead of on the street. 


Those who benefit from our economic 
development program are homeless, substance 
addicted, mentally ill, African American, Latino, 
Asian, Native American, Atheist, Muslim, 

Buddhist, Hindu, Christian and LGBTQ, etc. 
Community food and resources, educational 
experiences and hospitality events are 
provided and distributed without 
discrimination and across potential lines of 
prejudice. We intentionally provide 
opportunities for different “groups” to serve 
one another and actively seek to break down 
walls of prejudice and discrimination in the 
community.


Last year Joe’s Addiction served over 
14,500 free meals to those who are needing 
food. Together the community supplies 
camping gear and aid to those who are 
experiencing homelessness. Your end of the 
year giving will directly to bring hope to 
those who are marginalized by general 
society.  


For more information: 
 www.outrageous.love/joesaddiction
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www.outrageous.love 
 

PO Box 94811 
Oklahoma City, OK 73143 

HASTENING GLOBAL COMMON GOOD BY GATHERING 
DO-GOODERS INTO INCLUSIVE COMMUNITIES THAT 

EMPOWER THE MOST MARGINALIZED.
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Outrageous Love is recognized for our transparency 
with a Bronze Seal. Bronze Seal recipients are in 

the top two percent of all nonprofits, and you can 
trust your donations will be well spent. GuideStar is 

the world’s largest source of information on 
nonprofit organizations. More than 8 million visitors 

per year and a network of 200+ partners use 
GuideStar data to grow support for nonprofits. 
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